
Go Beyond Melbourne for Fabulous Family Fun

Family fun really doesn’t get any better than this. Just Go Beyond Melbourne on a 5-day circular road trip 
from Melbourne or Avalon airports, and you’ll find amazing attractions for families with kids of all ages. 
There’s Australian wildlife, magnificent waterfronts and beautiful beaches, a ferry ride right across Port 
Phillip Bay, and lots of aquatic activities such as snorkelling with seals, sea kayaking or surfing lessons. 

And that’s just in the first couple of days. Add in a thrilling Ecoboat tour, a vintage steam train, glorious 
gardens, mazes to really challenge the kids, fine food and lots of delicious treats including a chocolaterie. 
It’s all in four of Victoria’s top regions that are so easily accessible by road: Geelong and the Bellarine, the 
Mornington Peninsula, Phillip Island and the Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges.

You can choose your route – from Melbourne to Geelong, the Mornington Peninsula, Phillip Island, then 
the Yarra Valley. Or you can head for the Yarra Valley, and do the circuit in reverse. Either way, five days 
is all it takes to put the stars in your eyes. 

Day One

Hire your car at Melbourne or Avalon Airport and head west. 
Werribee Open Range Zoo is an African wildlife adventure of 
more than 200 hectares where lions, giraffes, zebras, rhinos, 
hippos and gorillas roam. 

Or make the You Yangs Regional Park and Serendip Sanctuary 
your first experience of Australian wildlife and see koalas, 
kangaroos, wallabies, echidnas, lizards and colourful birdlife. 
Wander on your own, or book a walking tour with Echidna 
Walkabout Tours.

Geelong and its impressive waterfront are just a short drive 
away. Relive childhood memories on the exquisite 1890s carousel 
with music on the band organ, or enjoy the fresh air on the 
famous Bayside bollard trail where 104 historical characters 
have been carved from wood and painted.

Other nearby options: teenagers will love Segway Geelong’s 
tours on the Geelong waterfront, while adults would enjoy 
a stroll in the 150 year-old Geelong Botanic Gardens and the 
Little Creatures Brewery with its true craft brewery village 
experience. Nearby is the award-winning Narana Aboriginal 
Cultural Centre, which gives an in-depth introduction to 
Aboriginal history and culture.

And there are still more options…explore the Bellarine 
Peninsula’s seaside towns, including Barwon Heads with its river 
and ocean-front restaurant perched on a jetty. Point Lonsdale has 
an historic lighthouse precinct and spectacular beach walks.

Overnight: Geelong or nearby historic Queenscliff.



Day Two

Aquatic activities abound on the Bellarine Peninsula, and also 
across Port Phillip Bay on the Mornington Peninsula. On the 
Bellarine, Sea All Dolphin Swims invites you to snorkel, swim 
or sightsee with wild seals and dolphins, and catch a wave from 
ocean beaches. 

Searoad Ferries is an experience in itself - a sleek and stylish 
ship will cruise you and your car effortlessly across Port Phillip 
Bay in just 40 minutes. The coastlines are ever changing, but 
do watch for the multi-million mansions right up on the cliffs 
above Sorrento.

If you haven’t experienced water sports on the Bellarine, 
book with Bayplay Adventures on the Mornington Peninsula. 
Explore on a stand-up paddle board, kayak or bike, or join a 
guided sea kayak tour to the dolphin sanctuary, go snorkelling 
with sea dragons or sailing with seals.

Want an eagle’s eye view from the highest point on the 
Mornington Peninsula? Arthurs Seat Eagle
gondolas will float you over the State forest, with incredible 
views right along the coast, all the way back to Melbourne and 
across to the You Yangs. Keep an eye out for wildlife below you 
too.

The Mornington Peninsula has long been famous for its 
beautiful gardens, orchards and wineries. You could choose 
from: The Enchanted Adventure Garden with great family 
activities including tree surfing, mazes and tube slides. Green 
Olive at Red Hill grows olives, grapes, herbs and veggies, 
raises sheep, cooks and pigs, and uses fresh produce from local 
farmers to create tapas and wine for their café. Sunny Ridge 
Strawberry Farm is famous for pick-your-own strawberries 
from November to April, and its heavenly desserts and gourmet 
produce all year round. 

Still got some energy? Then take a lantern-lit tour of the award-
winning Moonlit Sanctuary and Wildlife Conservation Park, 
or save this for the next morning en route to Phillip Island. If 
you make a morning visit, do hand-feed the wallabies on the 
Wallaby Walk.

Overnight: Mornington Peninsula

Day Three

Once you drive over the bridge between the mainland and 
Phillip Island, you’re in a different world. Start with tiny 
Churchill Island, where a working farm from the 19th century 
has been magnificently preserved with old farm equipment, 
farm animals, heritage gardens and historic buildings. 

Then you can’t miss Phillip Island Chocolate Factory in action. 
Watch chocolate production, then stock up with goodies for the 
rest of your trip. A Maze’N Things is another kid magnet.
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It’s an exciting world of illusions, puzzles, magic and mini golf 
that will entertain the whole family for hours. 

Wild Oceans Eco Boat Adventure gives you a thrill a minute, 
with a boat trip that takes you to a close encounter with one 
of Australia’s largest colonies of fur seals in their natural 
environment. 

Or you could take the virtual Antarctic Journey to the 
Southern Ocean and Antarctica and learn about this fascinating 
continent from many interactive and immersive exhibits.

But you must time your late afternoon so you’re at the 
celebrated Penguin Parade of Victoria’s largest colony of little 
penguins. Hundreds of cute penguins pop out of the sea at dusk, 
then waddle back to their sand dune burrows for the night.

Overnight: Phillip Island

Day Four

Another famous wildlife attraction on Phillip Island is the 
Koala Conservation Centre, where treetop boardwalks take 
you face-to-face with wild koalas in their natural habitat. Or 
there’s Maru Koala and Animal Park, to hand feed kangaroos 
and wallabies, see wombats and Tasmanian Devils, pat a koala, 
cuddle a dingo, get wrapped up in a python snake and chat with 
the parrots. 

Then it’s off to the Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges, where 
the vintage steam train Puffing Billy will enchant you as it 
chugs 24 kilometres through the winding forests and fern 
gullies of the magnificent Dandenong Ranges. Near Puffing 
Billy is another thrill – Trees Adventure, with tree ropes and 
zipline courses set high up in the vast tree top canopy of the 
Dandenong Ranges.

Need a little peace and quiet? Tesselaar Tulip Farm is a ‘don’t 
miss’ in September,  when more than 100 different varieties 
of tulips bloom across 55 acres. Warratina Lavender Farm is 
another spectacle, with spring and summer lavender, regional 
dishes in the café including lavender scones, and beautiful 
lavender gifts to take home.

Overnight: Yarra Valley or Dandenong Ranges.

Day Five

In summer, Cherryhill Orchards lets you pick the sweetest 
cherries you’ll ever eat. Rayner’s Orchard is a family run, 
boutique orchard that grows more 450 varieties of fruit 
including peaches, nectarines, plums, apricots, tamarillo, 
pomegranate, persimmon, , feijoa, guava, kiwi fruit and citrus 
throughout winter. Both are in the Yarra Valley.

The Blue Lotus Water Garden at Yarra Junction has one of the 
world’s most spectacular floral displays in summer, with 
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thousands of lotus and waterlilies in dozens of ponds, lagoons 
and lakes, all set in an Asian tropical theme. 

And if you want to fit in these final attractions in the Yarra 
Valley, you’ll need to stay another night:

Healesville Sanctuary is an extraordinary bushland haven for 
Australian wildlife, including kangaroos, platypus, dingoes, 
wombats and emus. Birdlife includes many birds of prey, and 
there are lots of fascinating demonstrations and talks. 

Close by is Hedgend Maze, with 20 acres of stimulating, fun-
filled activities for all ages. There are mazes to solve, mini golf, 
Frisbee  golf, a fossil dig for dinosaur bones and some real brain 
teasers.

Just before you return to Melbourne, stop at the Yarra Valley 
Chocolaterie, where the chocolate showroom, chocolate 
production and café are set on 40 acres of orchards, gardens, 
lawns and reclaimed wetlands. Start with a free chocolate and 
ice cream tasting, watch the chocolatiers at work, then choose 
from more than 250 chocolate products. 
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To plan your family itinerary, visit www.gobeyondmelbourne.com . You’ll find it’s so easy to 
travel between each of the regions – travel times range from just 60 to 90 minutes.


