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EX TRAORDINARY 
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The greatest outdoors 

W I L D L I F E & 
A D V E N T U R E 

 

5 Day Itinerary 
 

Victoria has some of the world’s most intriguing animals…bounding kangaroos and wallabies, koalas 
perched in trees, spiky echidnas, curious platypus in rivers and little penguins popping out of the sea at 
dusk every day. So come and have fantastic adventures on land, sea and in the air, discovering wildlife and 
dramatic natural wilderness areas. 

 
 

 

AS WILD AS YOU WANT 
Wildlife and adventure in Victoria can be as wild as you 
want – or a relaxed, laidback experience. The climate is kind, 
the scenery spectacular, the oceans are clean and the air so 
fresh. And there are so many options for getting close up to 
wildlife and choosing adventures. 

You can visit wildlife in famous sanctuaries, take a small- 
group wilderness tour or explore on your own. Maritime 
experts welcome you on a cruise to one of Australia’s largest 
fur seal colonies, or you can slip off a specially equipped boat 
to swim with wild dolphins and seals. 

Wind through forests and fern gullies on a 100-year-old 
steam train, or go surfing over the tree tops. Take a fun 
Segway tour through the vines, or hot air ballooning over 
farmlands. 

And you’re never far from a winery, café or restaurant in 
the countryside or along the coast. Accommodation is just 
as varied, from glamping to luxury cottages with resident 
kangaroos and farmstays. 

It’s all so easy when you Go Beyond Melbourne. Just choose 
your route – from Melbourne to Geelong, the Mornington 
Peninsula, Phillip Island, then the Yarra Valley. Or head for 
the Yarra Valley, and do the circuit in reverse. 
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A REALLY WILD WELCOME 

If you’re a wildlife lover, you simply won’t believe your 
luck. You’re absolutely guaranteed of meeting wildlife – and 
feeding, patting, swimming, diving and walking with it. 

There are wildlife sanctuaries, reserves and tours in every 
region. Top experiences include hand feeding wallabies and 
kangaroos, diving with dolphins, seals and weedy sea 
dragons. You can walk along treetop boardwalks in a koala 
sanctuary, watch the little penguins at dusk on Phillip 
Island, take a lantern- lit night-time tour where little gliders 
will take nectar from your hand. 

Bird lovers flock to a sanctuary that’s home to 150 species of 
birds, a ‘Spirits of the Sky’ bird presentation, and the chance 
to get right up close to rare and endangered species. 

 
HELLO ADRENALIN! 

Soar through the treetops on flying foxes, take a high ropes 
climbing challenge, ride the zipline high above magnificent 
gardens. Go even higher on a dawn balloon flight, floating 
over vineyards before a champagne breakfast. 

French Island is a little treasure trove of natural wilderness, 
just a ferry ride from the Mornington Peninsula or Phillip 
Island. Hop into an off-road vehicle and go discovering. 

Jet boats and racing boats give you a thrill a minute as you 
explore Phillip Island’s dramatic coastlines, or cruise out to 
one of Australia’s largest wild fur seal colonies at Seal Rocks. 

In the You Yangs, north of Geelong, eco tours show you 
Australian wildlife in its natural habitat, or you can strike 
out on your own and hike to the top of Flinders Peak. 

There’s accommodation with an adventurous tweak too… 
luxury cottages surrounded by a nature reserve, glamping, 
hosted clifftop accommodation and farmstays. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
1. Healesvile Sanctuary, Yarra Valley & Dandenong Ranges 
2. The Nobbies, Phillip Island 
3. Echidna Walkabout, Geelong & The Bellarine 
4. Moonlit Sanctuary Wildlife Conservation Park 

 
 

DESIGN YOUR JOURNEY 
WITH TRIP PLANNER 

It is so easy to design your own journey linking the four 
extraordinary regions Beyond Melbourne. 

Decide the order in which you wish to link each MELBOURNE 
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Select EACH attraction and accommodation you wish 
to experience in your first regional destination, adding 
them to Trip Planner as you go. Then move on to add 
options from your second regional destination and so 
on. 

Note you can add up to 23 options (MAX) in total. 
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YARRA VALLEY & DANDENONG RANGES  
 

 
 

MORNING ACTIVITIES 
 
 

Global Ballooning – Take an exhilarating 
balloon flight and let turns hot air into 
incredible experiences. Float into a 
sunrise balloon flight high over 
the Yarra Valley’s patchwork 
landscape of vineyards and 
mountains. Come back to earth 
for a champagne breakfast. 
www.globalballooning.com.au 

  A F TERNOON ACTIVITIES 

Puffing Billy Steam Railway - Share an 
authentic journey on board Australia’s 
premier preserved steam railway – loved 
by generations for over 100 years! Share 
the sense of wonder of steam train travel 
with the whole family aboard! Take in 
the amazing scenery of the Dandenong 
Ranges’ winding forests and fern gullies. 
www.puffingbilly.com.au 

 
 

 
 

 
  LUNCH ACTIVITIES 

 

Domaine Chandon 
Enjoy stunning panoramic vineyard 
views, take a self guided tour and savour 
delightful wines in the Brasserie with 
perfectly paired dishes. 
www.chandon.com.au 

 
  WHERE  TO STAY 

 

Araluen Boutique Accommodation - is a 
4.5-star boutique luxury B&B set on four 
acres with stunning views. Relax on the 
balcony or take a sunset walk to spy some 
of Australia’s most iconic native wildlife. 
www.araluenlodge.com.au 

Segway Tours at Rochford Wines. 
This is the most fun you can have 
standing up! Train up, tackle the 
Segway Off-Road Track and go 
gliding among grapevines. Includes 
award-winning restaurant lunch 
with awesome vineyard views. 
www.rochfordwines.com.au 

 
 
 

Healesville Sanctuary – Explore a 
bushland haven for Australian wildlife. 
Wander through tranquil tracks to meet 
iconic Australian animals including 
koalas, kangaroos, platypus, dingoes, 
wombats and emus. Visit the Wildlife 
Health centre Enjoy unique experiences: 
the Wurundjeri Walk, Spirits of the Sky 
bird presentation and more! 
www.zoo.org.au/healesville 

 
 
 

Olinda Tea House - A gorgeous spot for 
lunch, high tea, or dinner in the heart of 
the lush Dandenong Ranges. Friendly 
alpacas, wildlife and peaceful gardens are 
an absolute delight. 
www.olindateahouse.com.au 

 

 

Yering Gorge Cottages – Luxuriously 
appointed self-contained cottages 
overlooking champion golf course. 
120-acre nature reserve with resident 
kangaroos and array of native animals 
and birds. www.yeringcottages.com.au 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The Cuckoo Restaurant - A famous little 
slice of Bavaria with amazing 5-course 
menu, floor show, cowbells and yodellers, 
all set in a Bavarian Chalet. Laugh, sing 
along, sip a stein of German beer. Prost! 
www.rochfordwines..com.au 

 

 

Big4 Yarra Valley Park Lane Holiday 
Park – Set amongst the native 
Australian bush offering villas, deluxe 
cabins (3-BR and new studio cabins), 
glamping bell tents and pods. www. 
parklaneholidayparks.com.au/yarravalley 

Trees Adventure - Victoria’s first tree 
ropes course – an aerial challenge for 
young and old. Exciting aerial challenges 
strung together high up in the tree-top 
canopy of the Dandenong Ranges. Come 
hang-out, get harnessed up and soar 
through the treetops on flying foxes, 
tight ropes and tunnels galore. Near 
Puffing Billy. 
www.treesadventure.com.au 

 
Four Pillars Distillery – is ripe for a gin 
adventure. Meet Wilmer, Jude and Eileen 
(the shiny copper stills). Discover how to 
taste gin like a pro with a craft gin and 
tonic flight. Gin tastings and a huge 
range of gin cocktails are served in the 
bar. Their gins have won gold medals at 
the most prestigious spirits competitions 
in the world. 
www.fourpillarsgin.com.au 
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PHILLIP ISL AND 
 

 
 

MORNING ACTIVITIES 
 
 

Warrook Farm – is living history, 
a full working farm over 100 years 
old. Specially tailored tours showcase 
the history of the farm, its wildlife, 
homestead and gardens. Wildlife aplenty, 
including birds, koalas, kangaroo and 
wombat feeding. Emus, alpacas, goats, 
deer, baby animal nursery and a dam 
with waterbirds. 
www.warrook.com.au 

  A F TERNOON ACTIVITIES 

Wildlife Coast Cruises – The waters 
surrounding Phillip Island teem with 
wildlife. Take an unforgettable cruise to 
one of Australia’s largest wild fur seal 
colonies at Seal Rocks, 2km from Phillip 
Island. See their natural environment 
and watch thousands of playful and 
inquisitive animals as the boat drifts 
within metres of them. 
www.wildlifecoastcruises.com.au 

 

 
 

 
  LUNCH ACTIVITIES 

 

The Cape Kitchen – Delight in 
breathtaking views over the Southern 
Ocean! The menu features carefully 
sourced and thoughtfully prepared local 
seasonal produce. 
thecapekitchen.com.au 

 
  WHERE  TO STAY 

 

Clifftop Accommodation – Wow! Superb 
hosted accommodation on a clifftop with 
extraordinary wild ocean and farmland 
views, and wildlife wandering by. Just 8 
rooms, bar, lounge, café, BBQ. 
www.clifftop.com.au 

 
Naturaliste Tours - offers rare insights 
into French Island. Take a 15-minute 
ferry ride from Phillip Island (or 
Mornington Peninsula) and join a small 
guided tour of this hidden treasure of 
natural wilderness and wildlife. Tour 
the island in an 11-seater, off-road tour 
vehible, perfect for accessing hidden 
spots. 
www.naturalistetours..com.au 

 
Ocean Adventures– Aquatic adventures 
any way you like them! Explore the 
coastline on a jetboat or racing boat. 
Snorkel or scuba dive around dramatic 
sites teeming with sealife. See fur seals, 
rays dolphins and maybe whales. Tours 
take in pristine Bergens beach and Cape 
Woolamai’s iconic granite sea caves and 
cliffs – only accessible by boat! 
www.oceanadventures.co 

 
 
 

Beach HQ Restaurant & Bar– Features 
the region’s best: local beef, wines, beers 
and top local produce. And the best 
views of Cowes’ foreshore, Westernport 
Bay, French Island and Mornington 
Peninsula. www.beachhq.com.au 

 

 

Phillip Island Apartments – Vibrant 
Cowes township location. Spacious 1, 2, 
3 bedroom apartments – fully equipped 
kitchen, open lounge and dining area, 
private balcony or patio. Swimming pool, 
BBQ. www.phillipislandapartments.net.au 

 

 
 

 

 

The Westernport Hotel - offers an 
authentic Australian bistro experience. 
Stunning outlook over San Remo bridge 
and jetty. Head down to the daily pelican 
feeding at noon – an easy stroll from the 
Hotel.www.thewesternport.com.au 

 

 

Ramada Resort – Relax and recharge 
in stunning 65 acres of natural 
surroundings with superb resort facilities 
– pools, tennis courts, health centre and 
walking tracks aplenty. 
www.ramadaphillipisland.com.au 

 
Phillip Island Nature Parks Koala 
Reserve – Spot koalas from treetop 
boardwalks in a remnant woodlands, 
watch for wallabies, echidnas and 
rainbow-coloured birds. Walk along the 
treetop boardwalks and look out for the 
youngest resident koala born at the Koala 
Reserve in late 2019. 
www.penguins.org.au 

 
 

Phillip Island Nature Parks – Penguin 
Parade – As dusk falls, witness these 
endearing little creatures emerge from 
the sea and scurry to their burrows. 
The Penguins Plus experience offers up- 
close viewing and a private boardwalk, 
while the Underground viewing area 
offers world-first eye level viewing. 
Ranger Guided tours offer an exclusive, 
experience. www.penguins.org.au 

 
 
 

 

http://www.warrook.com.au/
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MORNINGTON PENINSUL A 
 

 
 

MORNING ACTIVITIES 
 
 

Peninsula Hot Springs 
Natural hot mineral water flows from 
deep underground into the many pools 
and private baths at this coastal oasis 
of relaxation. More than 30 varied 
bathing experiences feature in the social 
Bath House, while there are luxurious 
treatments and perfect pampering in the 
private Spa Dreaming Centre. 
www.peninsulahotsprings.com 

  A F TERNOON ACTIVITIES 

Tree Surfing @ The Enchanted 
Adventure Garden – Try a radical high 
ropes adventure that combines both a 
tree top canopy experience with the thrill 
of high ropes climbing challenge. Climb 
and surf through 100-year old eucalypt 
trees over aerial obstacles, bridges and 
zip-lines. Follow up with a Big Zip line 
ride high above the stunning gardens. 
www.enchantedadventure.com.au 

 

 
 

 
  LUNCH ACTIVITIES 

 

Green Olive at Red Hill – The farm tapas 
and wine menu is available everyday 
from 9am until 4pm and then coffee, 
wine and dessert until 5pm. Farm tours 
and cooking classes available too. 
www.greenolive.com.au 

 
  WHERE  TO STAY 

 

Bayplay Iluka Retreat – Offers glamping 
experiences on a stunning 36 acre private 
property. Bring a sense of adventure and 
settle into a styled-to-perfection bell tent 
with everything you need … plus loads of 
extras. www.bayplay.com.au 

 
WaterMaarq Boat Tours 
Delight in gorgeous coastline and Great 
Southern Reef wildlife. This adventure 
tourism award-winner’s tours reveal 
playful fur seals and in winter-migrating 
whales. Interact with professional 
marine science and adventure guides. 
Snorkel amongst seals and exotic weedy 
seadragons. 
www.watermaarq.com.au 

 
Moonraker Dolphin Swims – is the 
ultimate aquatic wildlife experience. 
Snorkel with dolphins, swim alongside 
fur seals, explore underwater marine 
parks filled with colourful fish and 
join the search for weedy seadragons. 
Moonraker offers a range of swimming 
and sightseeing options as well as luxury 
private tours. 
www.moonrakercharters.com.au 

 
 
 

Jimmy Rum Distillery – A tot of rum is 
a traditional warming drink, so drop into 
Victoria’s first craft rum distillery after 
your aquatic adventures. Handcrafted 
rum tastings, master classes and tours. 
www.jimmyrum.com.au 

 

 

Flinders Hotel – This award winning, 
architecturally designed 4.5 star hotel is 
located in the charming historic village 
of Flinders, close to national parks, 
Victoria’s oldest golf course and wineries. 
www.flindershotel.com.au 

 

 
 

 
 
 

St Andrews Beach Brewery – Brews 
onsite using the finest aroma hops and 
heirloom variety malt to ensure each 
beer is full of flavour and character. 
Fresh made pizza, burgers, share plates. 
www.standrewsbeachbrewery.com.au 

 

 

Rye Hotel - Located opposite the beach, 
offers overnight guests the choice of 
award-winning poolside and beachfront 
suites. Dine in the onsite bistro or select a 
dining venue just steps away. 
www..ryehotel.com.au 

 
Polperro Dolphin Swims 
Come swimming with wild dolphins and 
fur seals, snorkelling in the clear waters 
of Port Phillip Bay. Onboard sightseeing 
and marine conservation  discussions 
for non-swimmers too. Small groups, all 
gear supplied. Polperro Dolphin Swims 
is a multi-award winning eco tourism 
operation. 
www.polperro.com.au 

 
Moonlit Sanctuary Night Tours 
At night, Moonlit Sanctuary comes alive! 
Meet amazing animals in an 
intimate tour led by a passionate and 
knowledgeable guide. Hand-held 
lanterns guide the way through the 
bush as friendly free-roaming kangarooshop 
over to be hand-fed and super-cute gliders 
take nectar from visitor’s hands. 
www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au 

 
 
 

 

http://www.peninsulahotsprings.com/
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http://www.bayplay.com.au/
http://www.watermaarq.com.au/
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http://www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GEELONG & THE BELL ARINE 
 

 
 

MORNING ACTIVITIES 
 
 

Sea All Dolphin Swims 
Offer adventure tours and sightseeing 
experiences on Port Phillip Bay. Snorkel 
with wild dolphins and seals – or spot 
them from the comfort of the boat. 
Ride the boom-net hammock, jump 
from the boat roof, enjoy a duck spa! 
All equipment provided. Tours depart 
from Queenscliff. 
www.dolphinswims.com.au 

  A F TERNOON ACTIVITIES 

You Yangs Precinct 
Dominated by granite peaks that make 
up the You Yangs Regional Park and 
only 22 km from Geelong. Perfect for 
hikes and bushwalking, the views from 
the top of Flinders Peak extend in every 
direction! Nearby Serendip Sanctuary is 
the ideal habitat for 150 species of birds 
who live, breed and visit the sanctuary. 
www.parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks 

 

 
 

 
  LUNCH ACTIVITIES 

 

360Q Restaurant 
Named for its extraordinary 360-degree 
water views over Queenscliff Harbour, 
this restaurant speaks ‘local’. Local wines, 
seafood, produce, Victorian craft beers. 
www.360q.com.au 

 
  WHERE  TO STAY 

 

BIG4 Beacon Resort –is set amongst 
native gardens just 500 metres from the 
beach. Kick back in a luxury villa, dip 
in the indoor heated pool or take the 
beach track for a sea swim. 
www.beaconresort.com.au 

 
Queenscliff Brewhouse 
Located close to the harbour, Queenscliff 
Brewhouse is a brewery, distillery, 
whisky bar, live music venue and 
regional produce cellar door. A food and 
beverage haven with over 250 craft beers 
and ciders, over 420 spirits and 400 
regional wines. You can even become a 
brewer for the day! 
www.queenscliffbrewhouse.com.au 

 
Narana Aboriginal Cultural Centre 
Learn about Australia’s indigenous 
culture, connection to the land, 
spirituality, dreaming stories and 
more. Resident emus and wallabies 
nestle amongst native gardens. The art 
gallery exhibits and sells artworks from 
internationally acclaimed and emerging 
aboriginal and Torres Strait artists. 
www.narana.com.au 

 
 
 

Terindah Estate – Taste delicious wine 
and food, see the mussel farmers in the 
local waters, take a stroll through the fig 
trees or vines and experience all that 
Terindah has to offer. 
www.terindahestate..com.au 

 

 

Lon Retreat & Spa – Seven luxury suites 
are spread throughout the sandstone 
retreat, each individually designed with 
its own unique character and connection 
to the ocean, lakes and surrounding 
farmland. www.lonretreat..com.au 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Scotchmans Hill – A producer of award- 
winning cool climate wine and listed 
in James Halliday’s Top 100 Australian 
Wineries. Enjoy local produce with 
sweeping views across the bay. 
www.scotchmans.com.au 

 

 

Novotel Geelong – boasts one of 
the city’s best locations, right on the 
waterfront, in the heart of all the action. 
Retreat to a beautifully appointed room 
with balcony and water views, and enjoy. 
www.novotelgeelong..com.au 

 
Echidna Walkabout 
Is an international award-winning 
wildlife and nature tour operator. See 
and learn about conserving Australian 
wildlife in the  beautiful  You Yangs 
with this small group eco-tour operator. 
Research and conservation program are 
part of every tour. Meet famous koalas 
and learn about the Wild Koala Research 
Project. www.echidnawalkabout.com.au 

 
Werribee Open Range Zoo - 
Offers a taste of African adventure just 
outside of Melbourne! Jump on board 
a guided safari tour across the unique 
open range savannah. Keep an eye out 
for lions, gorillas, hippos, bison, giraffe, 
meerkats, rhinos, zebra and heaps more. 
Daily keeper talks and Slumber Safari 
glamping experiences. 
www.zoo.org.au/werribee 
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