
Go Beyond Melbourne for Real Romance

Are you looking for a destination with some totally romantic and beautiful experiences? Then 
just Go Beyond Melbourne, and be swept away by the magic of four fabulous regions. 

They’re the Yarra Valley and Dandenong Ranges, Phillip Island, the Mornington Peninsula, 
Geelong and the Bellarine. All full of romantic promise and precious memories which you’ll only 
discover when you spend a few days beyond the city.

You’ll stroll through towering forests and beautiful gardens, stay in romantic B&Bs, country 
hotels or luxurious seaside apartments. Dine in leading country restaurants, enjoy fine wines, 
slip into naturally heated mineral spring pools and luxuriate in a day spa. Go hot air ballooning 
and celebrate with a champagne breakfast, follow a wine trail, go horseriding, have an aquatic 
adventure.

You can choose your route – from Melbourne to Geelong, the Mornington Peninsula, Phillip 
Island, then the Yarra Valley. Or you can head for the Yarra Valley, and do the circuit in reverse. 
Either way, five days is all it takes to put the stars in your 
eyes. 

Day One

Head west from Melbourne for Werribee Open Range Zoo, 
where lions, giraffes, zebras, rhinos, hippos and gorillas roam. (If 
you’re up for an adventurous sleep over, allow an extra evening 
for the Zoo’s luxury camping experience under the stars.)

Just a little further down the Princess Highway are Geelong 
and the Bellarine Peninsula. Breathe in the fresh sea air on the 
Geelong waterfront walk at Eastern Beach, and relive childhood 
memories on the exquisite 1890s carousel as the band organ from 
1890s Paris plays some old favourites. A couple of great walks for 
art lovers are the Bayside bollard trail to meet 104 characters 
representative of historical figures from Geelong, all carved 
from wood and painted, and the stunning Art Deco promenade 
overlooking the bay.

The Bellarine Taste Trail should be high on your list if you’re 
into great food and wine: you can choose from 40 wine and 
food experiences, farmgates and farmers’ markets. A little-
known drive is to Barwon Heads, where a river walk leads to 
a restaurant perched right over the water with extraordinary 
views out to the heads. 

Top overnight choices are hip Geelong, where you can wander 
around warehouses and factories which have been reinvented 
into restaurants, cafes, breweries and galleries, or historic 
Queenscliff where there’s a degustation dinner aboard the Q 
Train and lots of charming old accommodation.
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http://www.gobeyondmelbourne.com/attraction/queenscliff/
http://www.gobeyondmelbourne.com/attraction/the-q-train/
http://www.gobeyondmelbourne.com/attraction/the-q-train/


Day Two

Stand on the deck of a sleek Searoad ship as you (and your car) 
cruise across Port Phillip Bay from historic Queenscliff. You’ll 
see the millionaires’ magnificent mansions atop the cliffs of 
Portsea before you arrive in quaint Sorrento with its gently 
aging limestone buildings .

For a peaceful morning, stroll through one of the very grand 
gardens that date back to the 19th century and linger over 
lunch. Or pack a delicious picnic from a gourmet store, hire a 
bike and explore historic Point Nepean right at the tip of the 
Mornington Peninsula. Love the sea? Go snorkelling with sea 
dragons or sea kayaking in the dolphin sanctuary with Bayplay 
Adventures.

Choose some cellar doors (there are more than 50) on the Wine 
Food Farmgate trail, or drop into a craft brewery to watch 
the whole brewing process, sample a brew or two and enjoy a 
wood-fired pizza.

This evening, slip into a private mineral water pool at the 
internationally award-winning Peninsula Hot Springs. If it’s a 
clear night, you’ll be starry-eyed at the twinkling heavens. Also 
check out the new ‘fire and ice’ experience, the holistic yoga and 
indulge in a spa treatment. 

Choose a country estate hotel, luxury vineyard villa, or enjoy a 
breath of sea air in an apartment beside the bay.

Day Three

Take a flight of fancy in the new Arthurs Seat Eagle gondola, 
gliding up over the trees to the Peninsula’s highest point at 
Arthurs Seat. Follow the walking trails through Arthurs Seat 
State Park, or take in the sweeping views right along the 
Peninsula and across Port Phillip Bay to Melbourne.

Then stop by Moonlit Sanctuary and Conservation Park, meet 
endangered species, hand-feed wallabies, pat a koala and see 
Australia’s colourful birds, reptiles and dingoes. 

This afternoon, it’s just a 60 minute drive to Phillip Island, and a 
walk back in history at tiny Churchill Island. The working farm 
dates back to the 1850s, there are farm demonstrations, historic 
buildings, fragrant gardens and coastal walks.

One of you is sure to give in to temptation at the Phillip Island 
Chocolate Factory, then it’s time for the nightly Penguin 
Parade. Hundreds of little penguins pop out of the sea and 
waddle off to their sand dune burrows for the night. Choose 
from the Penguins Plus experience, the new underground 
viewing centre or indulge in the Ultimate Penguin experience 
with night goggles and a small ranger-led group tour.
You could stay beside the sea too, or choose clifftop 
accommodation overlooking Bass Strait, or high on the 
hills above San Remo.
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Day Four

Get a bird’s eye view of Phillip Island on a helicopter flight 
right across the island, then get right into koala territory on the 
treetop boardwalk at the Koala Conservation Sanctuary. 

There’s still time for adventure on the Phillip Island Grand Prix 
Circuit, the Antarctic Journey or a wildlife cruise to one of 
Australia’s largest wild fur seal colonies just 2km from Phillip 
Island.

Back on the road, it’s just 60 minutes to the Dandenong Ranges, 
where the 100 year old Puffing Billy steam train will chug you 
through lush forests and fern gullies. 

Dinner options are first class dining on board Puffing Billy 
(Friday and Saturday nights), or sunset and dinner at a 
restaurant high on Mt Dandenong as Melbourne turns on 
the most magnificent light show below you. This is capital R 
for romance, especially when it’s followed by a night in one of 
those dreamily beautiful B&Bs in the Dandenongs.

Day Five

Up at dawn for a balloon flight over the hills and vineyards 
of the Yarra Valley with Global Ballooning, followed by a 
celebratory champagne breakfast. Then drop into Healesville’s 
famous wildlife sanctuary and say hi to many native animals 
including kangaroos, koalas, snakes, platypus and birds of prey.

This region is known for its gorgeous gardens, including an 
estate that was once home to the famous opera singer, Dame 
Nellie Melba. Visit Coombe Estate in the Yarra Valley, where 
you can have a degustation lunch, high tea, a house and garden 
tour or a degustation wine tasting. 

Alowyn Gardens has eight gorgeous garden themes, including 
the Wisteria Archway which is in full bloom every October. 
Blue Lotus Water Gardens features two lakes, dozens of pretty 
ponds and thousands of exotic and native flowering plants 
including waterlilies, lotus and rare plants (open December – 
April). 

Food and wine certainly strike the right note here, with superb 
cellar doors, farmgates, cherry and apple orchards, strawberry 
farms and a chocolaterie and ice creamery.  Cherryhill 
Orchards hold a glorious cherry blossom festival in late 
September/early October, while Rayner’s Orchard produces 
fruit virtually all year round, and offers orchard tours and 
cooking classes. 

To plan your romantic itinerary, visit www.
gobeyondmelbourne.com
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